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NAKED AMBITION eet your kit off for internationally acclaimed contemporary artist Spencer Tunick and be part of his first trish
art installation, taking place as part of the Cork Midsummer Festival, June 17 and Down at the Docklands in Dublin, on June 21. Participants
will pose nude for a large-scale installation and group photograph, receiving their very own copy for the bathroom wall. Register at
www.spencenunickireland.ie to take oart. KO'D



From Dromoland Castle to Stormont,
and the King's Inns to Kilruddery House,
the Great Houses of lreland throw open
their doors, June 6-14, to classical music
lovers with some of the world's best
acts. Catch "the heir to Jessye Norman",
Measha Brueggergosman, in Dromoland
Castle, and King's Inns; Bach interpreter
Angela Hewitt at the National Gallery;
and the Belcea Quartet at Castletown
House and Stormont. For more,
www.musicgreatirishhouses.com.

Free, fun, open-air performances by the world's best street performers here on our own
doorstep? Thanks to entrepreneurial dreamers Mark Duckinfield and Conor McCarlhy,
yes, yes, yes. Roll  up to Merrion Square, June 13-'15, to see the reigning AIB Street
Performance World Champion Australian Space Cowboy defend his title against Japanese
acrobats, a Canadian trapeze stunt troupe, and an ex-Soviet circus superstar. One of the
craziest and funniest festivals in the world, this year it also promises a human fountain, a
giant sleeping pig, and maybe even Elvis. For more, www.spwc.ie.
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"l 've never worked in lreland," says talented up-and-
coming actress, Genevieve O'Reil ly, above, who is
making a return visi t  to her native Dublin to star in The
Gate Theatre's production of The Weir by Conor
McPherson from June 10. She can't  wait to be directed
in the play's intr iguing female role, that of outsider Valerie,
by the only woman ever to win a Tony Award for
direct ing, Galwegian Garry Hynes.

" l  grew up in Dublin [unti l  the age of ten] but then we
emigrated to Austral ia." explains Genevieve. " l  was
raised real ly in Austral ia, where I went to drama school. I
guess I cut my teeth as an actor on stage in Sydney." Al l
the same, one of her most memorable roles there was
Joanie in Sebastian Barry's Our Lady of Sligo.

No sooner did she and her Austral ian husband arr ive in
London three years ago, than Genevieve was cast as the
Queen in Richard the Second at the Old Vic ("with Kevin
Spacey - that was a joy. Trevor Nunn was directing").

I t  has been non-stop since then, starr ing in numerous
films for TV, and BBC series The State ffifhln, as well as
the 2007 TV docudrama Diana: Last Days of a Prlncess
(in whlch she was a dead r inger for Lady Diana).
Genevieve, who happily describes herself  as "a jobbing
actor", has also featured in blockbuster sequels like Star
Wars and The Matrix. However, when she finished filming
The Young Victoria lasl year, in which she played Lady in
Wait ing to Emily BIunt 's Queen Victoria (Princess
Beatrice of York also makes an appearance in the film, of
which Sarah Ferguson is a producer), she was really
aching to get back to theatre.

Cue a phonecall  from Michael Colgan of Dublin's Gate
Theatre, asking her to read for The Weir. Genevieve was
"thri l led" at the prospect of interpreting a role by
McPherson. "His writ ing real ly is l ike a musical score for
the actor. To start with a script like that is such a gift."
Refreshingly in awe of Garry Hynes' directorial
reputation, this accomplished 32-year-old actress admits
"l was actually a bit nervous when I had to go and meet
her." Nerves notwithstanding, she landed the role.

Going into rehearsal now is an "excit ing prospect. l 'm
real ly looking forward to working with Garry. I 'm sure l ' l l
learn so much - about myself as an actor, and about her
way of direct ing." Genevieve also rel ishes the rare
opportunity to work in her own accent - despite her t ime
abroad. i t  is recognisably Dublin. "A lot of your emotions
are t ied to your voice. I 'm real ly looking forward to being
able to work in my natural voice." For more, www.gate-
theatre.re.


