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YEAR'S EVE? 8ag yourse l f  a  f l igh t  to  Ed inburgh and b id  fa rewe l l

:o  2OO8 amid  the  hedon is t i c  haze o f  the  c i ty ' s  annua l  Hogmanay

-  a  four -day  tes t i va l  fo r  mus ic  lovers  and,  we l l ,  rea l l y  anyone who

loves  a  good o l ' knees-up.  The l ineup ca ters  fo r  a l l  tas tes :  a

. t l idh  and to rch l igh t  p rocess ion  fo r  the  t rad i t iona l i s t  and a  s t ree t

par ty  w i th  Groove Armada fo r  the  more  modern  par tygoer .

For  more ,  v is i t  www.ed inburghshogmanay.org

trEIEIEEEEEB Druid rheatre Companl -,' :
-  l t h e r  c h a n c c  t o  c a t c h  u p  o n  p r o l l f i c  p  .  .  . .  '

Wa lsh 's  award  w nn ing  The Walwor th  Farce
' T c  r u n  f r o m  L o n d o n  s  N a t  o n a l  T h e a t '

p a c e d .  b l c a k ,  f u n n y  a n d  d e s P e r r :

f e a t u r  n g  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  D e n t s  C c n . ' .

d r e s s i n g  G a r r e t t  L o m b a r d ,  i t  s  i : '

b y  M i k e l  f 9 u r f i  C a t c h  t h i s  C h r  s :  -

o n  i t s  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  r u n  f r o m  
-

D e c e m b e r  3 - 5 ,  t o  P r o l e c t  D u b  .  D e c e - . €

DEIRDRE MULROONEY has your arts
festivesedson.
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EEIIfi[[[fl|p Tread ishtly nto the New

Y e a r  w  t h  t h e  N a t  o n a  G a  l e r y  o f  r e  a n d  s

l O B t h  a n n u a  e x h i b i t  o n  o f  3 1  d r e a m y  T u r n e r

waterco lours  and draw ngs .  A  L tgh t  tn  the

D a r k n e s s .  J a n u a r y  l - 3 1  M a g i c a  l y  c a p t u r  n g

t h e  c f f e c t  o f  g h t  o n  l o c a t  o n s  l r k e  V c n r c e  s

G r a n d  C a n a  .  T h e  D o g e  s  P a  a c e ,  a n d

S w  t z e r  a n d  s  L a k e  L u c e r n e .  t h e s e  d e  c a t e

w a t e r c o  o u r s  a r e  o n  y  s h o w n  w h e n  r a t u r a l

I  g h t  s  a t  t s  w e a k e s t  s o  t h e y  r e t a  n  t h e  r  l 9 t h -

c e n t u r y  u m i n o s  t y  T h i s  y e a r ,  t h e r e  s  a  d a  n t y

s , o e 5 ^ o *  o . ' / t a  t o  l 9 t h  C d a t J  j  S ' h o - a l t a s  a n d

m  n r a t L r r e s  s u c h  a s  H a r r t e t  B e e c h e r  S t o w e  ( l 8 l l -

1 8 9 6 ) .  N o v e l r s t  ,  a n d  f r e e  p u b  t c  t a l k s  V  s  t

w s / w  n a t  o n a  g a l l e r y .  e  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t  o n
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EIEEEEEE Best known as Ross in the
zeitgeist-encapsulating The Last Days of

the Cettic Tiger, above, actor Rory Nolan

(from Killiney, roysh), is in his element

when I meet him for a chat in the Proiect

audi tor ium. WhY wouldn' t  he be? The

lrish acting profession's answer to Brian

O'Dr iscol l  is  one of  the busiest '  young

actors in town.

Of embodying the moodY Paul

Newman protagonist, Brick, in Corn

Exchange's 2OO8 production of Cat On

A Hot Tin Roof, he confides, "l love

the excitement and the buzz of live

performance. I love the fact that we are

going to have 2OO people here tonight,

feeding off what we are doing, and we're

going to be feeding off them. I love that

interaction."
Over Christmas and New Year, the tall'

well-built redhead is appearing in Roddy

Doyle and Bis i  Adigun's radical  mul t i -

cultural re-interpretation of Synge's

classic, fhe PlaYboY of the Western

World, on the site of its controversial

1907 conception - the Abbey Theatre,

Decembe? 15 - January ll. "lt is probablv

the great lrish play. l' l l be plaving

Shawneen Keogh, Pegeen's suitor. He's

a bi t  gormless.

"The diversity of roles is a gift and a

challenge," he says of his eclectic

repertoire, which has spanned the works

of Shakespeare, Tennessee williams'

Paul Howard, Friedrich Schiller and

Arthur Riordan's hit musical, lmprobable

Frequency, in which he also got to

display his s inging ta lent  as wart ime
poet John Betieman.

"lt's a privilege to be constantlY

acting, and to be constantly on the job.

To have such a diverse range of work is

br i l l iant , "  he says of  h is career s ince

cutting his teeth in UCD's Dramsoc,

where he was auditor, and subsequent

graduation from the Gaiety School 9f

Acting in 2OO3. "l've been really luckyl'

From where RorY is standing, "the

state of lrish theatre is great - regardless

of cuts." He waxes lyrical about theatre

directors Lynne Parker of Rough

Magic, Annie RYan of Corn

Exchange, Garry Hynes of Druid,

Jimmy Fay, and Conall Morrison.

"lt's the work that interests

me for the moment, and

wherever that takes me, that's

where l'll be. l'd like to do more

film and TV but mY great love

is theatre. lf l 'm half as lucky as

l've been over the Past five Years,
I'll be happy."
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n  p -hop  -  a t  Dub l i n ' s  O lYmP ia

Theatre on oecembet 16.  l f  You can

s t r l l  ge t  a  t i c ke t ,  t ha t  i s

WRITE QUIDDAM IN
YOUR LITTLE BI-ACK
BOOK. CIRAUE DU
SOLEIL MAKES ITS IRISH
PREMIERE IN THE
MAGNIFICENT
SURROUNDS OF THE
02 FROM N4ARCH 3I .
APRIL 5. THIS CLASSIC
IS PERHAPS THEIR
CUTEST SHOW
CREATED BY
LEGENDARY DIRECTOR
FRANCO DRAGONE.
BOOK NOW OR
REGRET AT YOUR
LEISURE.

@ I r R o c k c h i c k S r e j o i c e l T h a n k S t o D u b | i n D o c k | a n d s , w o n d r o U S n e w
performance venue -  the o2 -  squint ing at  rockstars d iminished into t iny specks in the far-of f

d istance wi l l  soon be a th ing of  the past .  Pi l lar- f ree,  the venue's specia l  amphi theatre design,  wi th

t iered seat ing,  promises every one of  the potent ia l  13,ooo audience members an int imate

exoer ience wi th their  chosen hero or  heart- throb.  Put  the O2's up c lose and personal  aesthet ic  to

the test  for  yoursel f  on December 16 at  the 2oo8 cheer ios chi ld l ine concert ,  hosted by Nickv

Byrne f rom West l i fe,  headl ined by Boyzone,

wi th Shayne Ward,  Alphabeat,  The

Saturdays,  Scout ing for  Gir ls ,  Tne Scr ipt  and

Enr ique lg lesias.  No expense or detat l  -  such

as specia l  accoust ic  t i l ing -  has been spared

to  ensu re  op t imum sound  qua l i t y  i n  t h i s '

Europe's f i rs t  custom-designed venue for  l ive

mus i c .  Co ldp lay ,  K ings  o f  Leon ,  Coun t i ng

Crows and New Kids on the Block are among

the f i rs t  acts to chr isten the arena in i ts

opening season. Complete wi th a t ranslucent

roof ,  set  to l ight  uP l ike a

futur is t ic  b lue beacon on

t h e Liffey, the sky is

t he  l im i t  f o r  t he

capi ta l 's  newest
pleasure dome,

GET YOUR €3O TICKET FOR THE GALLERY OF
P H O T O G R A P H Y  3 0  E X H I B I T I O N  P R I N T  R A F F L E
A N D  B E  I N  W I T H  A  C H A N C E  T O  W I N  O N E  O F  5 0

SPECIAL EDITION PRINTS ON DECEMBER22 '
WWW.GALLERYOF PH OTOG RA PHY. I  E.
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