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FfirliEEf:'nli6lYEffin There's more to Cork Film Festival,

October 12-19,  than the punchy shorts that  parade in i ts  renowned

internat ional  and nat ional  short  f i lm compet i t ions.  As wel l  as wor ld

cinema, documentary panorama, and a thoughtfu l  retrospect ive on

the wor ld of  L iverpudl ian di rector  Terence Davies (Drstant  Vorces,

St i l l  L ives and Of Time And The Ci ty) ,  Cork shines i ts  l ight  th is year

on  Mex i can  sho r t  f i lms ,  l r i sh  f i lmmak ing  duo  Despe ra te  Op t im i s t s ,

and presents an interest ing ta lk by controvers ia l  ar thouse f i lm

director Peter Greenaway (The Cook, The Thief, His Wife and Her

Lover and Prospero's Books). For details, www.corkfilmfest.org.

EEIIilE FINE PORTRAITIST MAEVE McCARTHY WHOSE AIRY
DEPICTION OF MAEVE BINCHY "STRIKING A POSE FOR MY
COUNTRY" HANGS IN THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF IRELAND,
UNVEILS HER NEW ARRAY OF STILL LIFE, CUSTOMARY OBLIAUE
ANGLES, I.\NDSCAPES, AND OLD-FASHIONED PORTRAITS IN
DUBLIN'S MOLESWORTH GALLERY THIS MONTH. TAKE A PEEK,
WVVWMAEVEMCCARTHY.COM.

@[EEitr  Making his l r ish premiere just  days before hrs

SOth  b i r t hday ,  l egenda ry  Osca r -w inn rng  f  i lm  compose r

Ennio l"lorricone, far left, (The Good, The Bad and The Ugly,

The Untouchables and Cinema Paradrso), opens the 46th

Ulster  Bank Bel fast  Fest ival  at  Queen's,  October l7 -

November 1.  Fol lowing that ,  there 's Orchestra Baobab, Seu

Jorge,  Gi lbert  O'Sul l ivan,  and Rufus 's g i f ted s ister  l '4ar tha

Wainwright ,  lef t ,  hot  on the heels of  her latest  a lbum, I  Know

You're Married but I've Got Feelrngs loo. The magrcal

Footsbarn Theatre Company pul l  in to town wi th A

Midsummer Nlght 's  Dream, above,  bad-boy choreographer

l'4ichael Clark dazzles with Mmm ... Stravinsky Project Part 2,

Dylan l .4oran chews l i fe up and spi ts i t  out  wi th What l t  ls ,

and  Che r i e  B la i r ,  no  l ess ,  sha l l  ho l d  cou r t  on  he r  book ,

Speaking for Myself, www.belfastfestival.com for more.
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EIEEEEEN "1 play a down-on-his-luck

actor .  I  d idn' t  have to do too much research,"

jokes Dubl iner l .4ark Doherty,  p ictured above

far right, writer of black farce A Film With Me

ln l t ,  above,  a quirky road movie that  has

been compared to Withnai l  and /  and which

has wowed audiences at  Galway,  Edinburgh

and Toronto Fi lm Fest ivals so far ,  and is  set

for  general  re lease later  th is month.  Doherty,

one of  l re land's top comic ta lents,  wrote the

scr ipt  ( " i t  emerged") ,  wi th Dylan Moran,

pictured centre,  of  Black Books,  in mind.  "My

best  f r iend is  a scr iptwr i ter ,  p layed by Dylan

l . ,1oran.  We f ind ourselves in th is very dark

place wi th no way out ,  where th ings seem to

be going against  us.  l t  seems to be l ike a

qu i r ky  comedy .  H i s  l i f e  i s  f a l l i ng  apa r t ,  and

then,  about a th i rd of  the way through, i t

takes a sharp turn lef t . "  Along wi th Amy

Hube rman  and  A i s l i ng  O 'Su l l i van ,  Ne i l

Jordan also features,  typecast  as a f i lm

director .  "He's real ly  good,"  of fers Mark,  who

reciprocated by playing a part  in Jordan's

new f i lm, Ondine.  Son of  jazz music ian J im

Doherty,  and brother of  stand-up comedian

David O'Doherty,  Mark has natural ly  been

DEMONSTRATE YOUR

N O N C H A L A N C E  I N  A  J A Z Z I E

W E E K E N D  O F  R I - ] Y T H M  C

S H O U L D E R - S H R U G G I N G  A T  T H E

27TH CORK JAZZ FESTIVAL,

OCTOBER 24-27,  FROM OUR

O W N  L O U I S  S T E W A R T  T O  C H I C K

COREA'S "RESTLESS CREATIVE

S P I R I T ' ' ,  A  M I N D - B O G G L I N G

L I N E U P  O F  I N T E R N A T I O N A L

JAZZ GREATS WILL DISPERSE

T H E I R  M O O D Y  T U N E S  A C R O S S

C O R K ' S  H O T T E S T  V E N U E S .

DON,T IT4 ISS FLAMENCO GUITAR

L E G E N D  P A C O  P E N A  A N D  H I S

E P O N Y M O U S  F L A M E N C O  D A N C E

COMPANY BELOW AT CORK

O P E R A  H O U S E .  S E E  A N D  B E  S E E N

" l iv ing on the f r inges",  for  more than a

decade -  doing the stand-up comedy c i rcui t

un t i l  2OOO,  ac t i ng  i n  l ow -budge t  f ea tu re

films like November Afternoon, by John

Carney (recent ly  catapul ted into Oscar- land

with Once) and Tom Hal l ,  and wr i t ing

AT THE GRESHAM METROPOLE

FESTIVAL CLUB,  AT IRELAND'S

BIGGEST AND MOST PRESTIGIOUS

JAZZ EVENT.  NICE VISIT

WWW.CO R K JAZZ- F EST I VA L,CO I.4,

al ternat ive projects for  te levis ion.  Apart  f rom

Doherty 's  2OO4 play,  I rad,  which was an

internat ional  success,  h is of fbeat  sense of

humour can of ten be found at  l lpm on

RTE 2:  " l t 's  a graveyard s lot .  That 's  where I

live." As A Film With Me ln lt takes off ,

Doherty is  "wr i t ing a te levis ion show wi th

Barry Murphy,  my col laborator  for  years on

telly projects. Last year we did Soupy

Norman. We bought ten episodes of a

Pol ish soap opera,  re-cut  the pictures,

overdubbed the whole th ing and created

our own l r t t le  ten-mrnute stof les about

a dysfunct ional  Cork fami ly and a gi r l

who moves to Dubl in."  Rid iculous? " l t

was a bi t  of  a cul t  h i t . "  Mark declares

himsel f  "happy to be mix ing i t  a l l  up,

and spreading mysel f  th in ly.  So

nobody can suss me,"  he laughs.
"lt has worked so far."

oll out the red carpet to welcome lreland's first ever custom-burlt opera house for
its inaugural Wexford Festival Opera season, October 16 - November 2. Nestled
into the quaint  seaside town of  Wexford,  th is skyl ine-changing bui ld ing,  lef t ,  "an

incredib le feat  of  engineer ing that  b lossoms upwards",  is  a rather breathtaking
tr iumph. Designed by internat ional  award-winning Kei th Wi l l iams & Associates

archi tects,  i t 's  a f i t t ing home to Wexford Fest ival  Opera,  which,  s ince 1951, has been provid ing us
not only wi th a great  opportuni ty to dress up,  but  a lso to catch a c lose-up gl impse of  up-and-
coming internat ional  opera stars.  Known for  staging long-forgot ten masterpieces by famous
composers, the 2OO8 season marks the centenary of Russian composer Rimsky-Korsakov's death,
by staging his l i t t le-known gem, Snegurochka,  a vers ion of  the t radi t ional  Russian fo lkta le,  Ihe
Snow Maiden. There wrll be Gothic opera, with The Mines of Sulphur by British composer Sir
Richard Rodney Bennett (Four Weddings and a Funeral), and comic opera, poking a bit of fun at
the opera world itself, with Carlo Pedrotti's Tutti in Maschera (Everyone in Disguise). Amid the 50
events on of fer  across the 18-day fest ival  are short  works by Puccin i ,  Rossin i ,  Menott i ,  and Car l
Orf f 's  Carmina Burana. For more.  www.wexfordooera.com.
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